


Sola Gratia 
The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 

CANON 3. If anyone says that the grace of 

God can be conferred as a result of human 

prayer, but that it is not grace itself which 

makes us pray to God, he contradicts the 

prophet Isaiah, or the Apostle who says the 

same thing, "I have been found by those 

who did not seek me; I have shown myself 

to those who did not ask for me" (Rom 

10:20, quoting Isa. 65:1). 



Sola Gratia 
The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

CANON 4. If anyone maintains that God awaits 

our will to be cleansed from sin, but does not 

confess that even our will to be cleansed 

comes to us through the infusion and working 

of the Holy Spirit, he resists the Holy Spirit 

himself who says through Solomon, "The will is 

prepared by the Lord" (Prov. 8:35, LXX), and 

the salutary word of the Apostle, "For God is at 

work in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13). 



The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 

CANON 6. If anyone says that God has 

mercy upon us when, apart from his 

grace, we believe, will, desire, strive, 

labor, pray, watch, study, seek, ask, or 

knock, but does not confess that it is by 

the infusion and inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit within us that we have the faith, the 

will, or the strength to do all these things 

as we ought;… 



The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 

…or if anyone makes the assistance of 

grace depend on the humility or 

obedience of man and does not agree that 

it is a gift of grace itself that we are 

obedient and humble, he contradicts the 

Apostle who says, "What have you that 

you did not receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7), and, 

"But by the grace of God I am what I am" 

(1 Cor. 15:10). 



The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 

CANON 7. If anyone affirms that we can 

form any right opinion or make any right 

choice which relates to the salvation of 

eternal life, as is expedient for us, or that 

we can be saved, that is, assent to the 

preaching of the gospel through our 

natural powers without the illumination 

and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who 

makes all men gladly assent to and 

believe in the truth,… 



The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 

…he is led astray by a heretical spirit, and 

does not understand the voice of God 

who says in the Gospel, "For apart from 

me you can do nothing" (John 15:5), and 

the word of the Apostle, "Not that we are 

competent of ourselves to claim anything 

as coming from us; our competence is 

from God" (2 Cor. 3:5). 



Sola Gratia 
The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 

CANON 18. That grace is not preceded by 

merit. Recompense is due to good works 

if they are performed; but grace, to which 

we have no claim, precedes them, to 

enable them to be done. 



Sola Gratia 
The Canons of the Synod of Dordt (1618) 

 

Therefore, all people are conceived in sin 

and are born children of wrath, unfit for any 

saving good, inclined to evil, dead in their 

sins, and slaves to sin; without the grace of 

the regenerating Holy Spirit they are neither 

willing nor able to return to God, to reform 

their distorted nature, or even to dispose 

themselves to such reform. 



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) – 

Chapter 9: Of Free Will 

 

III. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, has 

wholly lost all ability of will to any 

spiritual good accompanying salvation: 

so as, a natural man, being altogether 

averse from that good, and dead in sin, is 

not able, by his own strength, to convert 

himself, or to prepare himself thereunto. 



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) – 

Chapter 9: Of Free Will 

 

IV. When God converts a sinner, and 

translates him into the state of grace, He 

frees him from his natural bondage under 

sin; and, by His grace alone, enables him 

freely to will and to do that which is 

spiritually good; 



The Cambridge Declaration (1996) 
 

Unwarranted confidence in human ability is 

a product of fallen human nature. This false 

confidence now fills the evangelical world; 

from the self-esteem gospel, to the health 

and wealth gospel, from those who have 

transformed the gospel into a product to be 

sold and sinners into consumers who want 

to buy, to others who treat Christian faith as 

being true simply because it works. This 

silences the doctrine of justification 

regardless of the official commitments of 

our churches…. 



The Cambridge Declaration (1996) 

 

 

…God's grace in Christ is not merely 

necessary but is the sole efficient cause 

of salvation. We confess that human 

beings are born spiritually dead and are 

incapable even of cooperating with 

regenerating grace…. 



The Cambridge Declaration (1996) 

 

…We reaffirm that in salvation we are rescued 

from God's wrath by his grace alone. It is the 

supernatural work of the Holy Spirit that brings 

us to Christ by releasing us from our bondage 

to sin and raising us from spiritual death to 

spiritual life. 
 

We deny that salvation is in any sense a human 

work. Human methods, techniques or 

strategies by themselves cannot accomplish 

this transformation. Faith is not produced by 

our unregenerated human nature. 



Sola Gratia 
The Central Affirmations & Presuppositions 

1. Human beings are undeserving of divine favor 

and are incapable of saving themselves. 

2. Human beings are unable to come to Christ, 

believe in Him, or do any saving good without 

the aid of divine grace. 

3. God’s grace is the sole basis and effectual 

cause of human salvation. 

4. God must first prepare and enable the human 

heart in order for it to believe and be saved. 

5. Any goodness, faith, repentance, or holy desire 

in human beings is a gift of God’s grace. 




